
Offering 
 
Every week we take up an offering. We know that our financial contributions to this 

congregation come from sacrifice and hard work and we are so grateful for this.  We will 

now pass the plate and you may donate there or electronically.  

 

After the offering (holding the offering plates) 

Let us commit together to ensure the funds we gather collectively do a greater good for 

ourselves and our world than they could have done alone. 

 
(Special version for week split an offering for a charity) 

 

Every week we take up an offering. We know that our financial contributions to this 

congregation come from sacrifice and hard work and we are so grateful for this.  Any 

contributions other than pledges will be shared with 

______________________________.   

After the offering (holding the offering plates) 

 

//////////////////////////// 

 

 

 

 

 

 

our gifts, freely given, may we say yes to the values of our faith.  May our offering help 

us practice Unitarian Universalism within and beyond our congregation, as tools to 

empower our mission: 
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​

The purpose of the church is to encourage all who gather there to grow more generous 

in spirit and in action. This is the great end of all the world's faith traditions: to bring the 

human being closer to the divine by acts of creation and compassion. The offering 

plates will now be passed among you to receive the gifts of the congregation.  

 
 
(Holding the offering plates) 
 
We are so grateful for this, and commit together to ensure the funds we gather 

collectively do a greater good for ourselves and our world than they could have done 

alone. 

 

(special  has Prairie Mission statement) 

 

 
The offering that we take each Sunday is an opportunity to recommit to this place, and 

to this people.   With our gifts, freely given, may we say yes to the values of our faith.   

We will now pass the offering baskets. 

(after offering holding baskets)​
May our offering help us practice Unitarian Universalism within and beyond our 

congregation, as tools to empower our mission:  We gather as a welcoming, caring 

community to nurture mind and spirit, celebrate diversity and work for justice. 

/////////////////////////////////////// 

A caring community doesn’t happen automatically when a lot of people are brought 
together. It takes the willingness to work, to risk and to give. As a caring community we 
give of our time, our talents and also our money. We will now receive this morning’s 
offering  

  



Offering 
 
-----  
The offering will now be given and received in grateful appreciation of our shared hopes 
and values  

  
----  
This church offers us the gift of community, fellowship, and a shared search for truth and 
meaning.  Now is the time for us to give back, as the offering is received.  

  
----  
As we pass the baskets to receive the offering, consider this as an expression of the 
fact that our church is supported and governed only by us the people of this 
congregation.  To give is an act of commitment, faith and hope to the community that 
sustains us.  

  
----  
Now is the time for giving of gifts to sustain the work and outreach of our fellowship.  It 
has been said that it is not what we give, but what we share, for the gift without the giver 
is bare.  

  
----  
This church is a community of ourselves.  Its energy and resources are our energy and 
resources. Its wealth is what we share. As we contribute to the life of this community, we 
affirm our lives within it  

  
----  
We have been warmed by fires we did not build; we have drunk at wells we did not dig.  
In acknowledgement of our many blessings and many needs the morning offering will 
be received.  

  
----  
We have been warmed by fires we did not build; we have drunk at wells we did not dig.  
In acknowledgement of our many blessings and many needs, if you are able, and if you 
have not already done so, you may place your contribution in the basket provided.  

  
----  
We come to this place because we love what exists here.  This church is a living entity, 
and like all living things, it must have nurture and sustenance.  It’s breath and it’s 



Offering 
 
heartbeat…it’s life itself, can only be derived from it’s living components:  us.  An 
offering will now be made by the willing, and received in love..  

----  
What will you take from this place today?  Will it be the message….the music….the 
inspirational words? And will you…can you… leave a symbolic part of yourself?   An 
offering of the willing will accepted with love and reverence.  

  
----  
It is indeed a noble act to share with others the excess blessings of our lives.  Those 
things we feel we can give in comfort.  But….it is a godlike act to share with others the 
necessities of our lives…those things which we need for ourselves.  An offering of the 
willing will now be accepted in the loving spirit of this season.  

  
----  
This church is a community of ourselves.  Its energy and resources are our energy and 
resources. Its wealth is what we share. As we contribute to the life of this community, we 
affirm our lives within it.  The purpose of the church is to encourage all who gather there 
to grow more generous in spirit and in action. This is the great end of all the world's faith 
traditions: to bring the human being closer to the divine by acts of creation and 
compassion. We now take an offering that allows us to exercise that all-important 
generosity of spirit, an offering that will support this self-supporting church and its many 
ministries. The gifts of the congregation will be most gratefully received.  

  
----  
Every week in our church we take up an offering.  It's good to remind ourselves from 
time to time that the offering is symbolic as well as practical.  We know that it is through 
pledges that we build our budget and fund our yearly programs and ministries of 
worship and religious  

education, pay our staff and professional religious leaders, and finance the comfort and 
beauty of our buildings. And we know that we could easily submit those pledge checks 
to the church at any convenient time.  

  
But we pass the plate during our worship service to make a community expression of 
thanks for the blessing of abundance; to visibly bring in the harvest at this most 
cherished hour of our week. Our Offering says that the act of giving is as essential to 
our spiritual well-being as anything else we do here on Sunday mornings.  

  
The morning offering will now be given and received in the spirit of grateful fellowship.  



Offering 
 
   
----  
   
As our offering plate is passed this 
morning, may we give from a place deep in 
our hearts, that we may continue our 
journey together, that we may be on our 
way to freedom.  

   
----  
To dwell together in peace.  How ancient a dream!  How far away it seems.  How great 
our longing!  We receive now an offering in support of the work we share, which is 
nothing less than the work of realizing our dream of a world of compassion and justice 
and peace.  

   ///////// 
  
What do we want from the church?  It is so easy to assume that we come to church to 
receive.  But deep down, do we perhaps most long to give?  

   
We give of our hearts and our minds.  We give of our time.  We give of the work of our 
hands.  And we give of our resources.Let us now join in an offering to support the work 
we share as a congregation.  Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote that we get up in the 
morning and go to the bathroom and reach over the sponge, and that’s handed to us by 
a Pacific Islander.  We reach for a bar of soap, coming to us from someone from 
France.  Our morning cup of coffee we owe to someone from Colombia, or if we’re tea 
or cocoa drinkers, perhaps a Chinese pours it into our cups, or a West African.  An 
English-speaking farmer and baker give us our toast.  Before we finish breakfast, we’ve 
depended on half the world.  

   
We depend on one another.  This morning, we pause to give thanks to all those who 
provide for us.  To creation, which provides for all of us.  The mission of this church is to 
remind us of our interdependence.  It is to celebrate and to appreciate all of our 
neighbors, all of our planet.  

   
Please give generously to support the mission of this church.  
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----  
 The gifts in our lives are so many --    ​ water for 
showers that we don’t need to carry.    ​
Electricity that allows us to read after sundown,    
​ color that brightens our days.  

   ​ Language so we can ask for help.  

   ​ Ancestors who died for our freedom.  

   
Let us give now from our abundance.  

----  
People in every generation have dreams for the next.  They work, and they create; they 
struggle and they sacrifice for their children, for our world.  We are the inheritors of their 
dreams.  Today, we remember and we honor them.  

   
This church asks us to dream of a better world, a world where all live in freedom, where 
all have respect and  justice, where all have adequate food, shelter, healthcare, 
education, and live without violence.  

   
Let us give to support the work of this church.  

   
----    
It is written in the Hebrew Scriptures, “What does the eternal god require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  

   
The work of the church is to call us again and again, to the search for justice leavened 
with mercy.  The work of the church is to call us again and again, to walk with humility 
with that which we worship.  Let us give to support the work of this church.  

   
----  
Miriam Wright Edelman wrote this prayer:  
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